Accepted for publication 14 April 1994 Human papillomavirus (HPV) DNA is not detected in the peripheral blood cells of patients with cervical carcinoma Studies on cervical carcinoma have indicated a strong association between specific strains of human papillomaviruses (HPV), most commonly HPV 16 and 18, and cervical cancer. ' The interplay between the early region proteins E6, and E7 of these two HPV types and the cellular tumour suppressor genes Rb and p53, has been suggested to be relevant for a malignant potential.2 The classical cytological pap smear is the classical way for early detection of malignant or pre malignant cervical lesions. However 
